18,        and Gods visit
Milky ocean

Long long ago some sages and gods were persecuted by
the descendants of Hiranyakasipa. They wanted to represent
their woes to Lord Vishnu and went to the northern coast of
the Milky ocean and sang the praise of Lord Janardana thus :

"Lord, Creator, Preserver and destroyer of the Universe, the
only one in the beginning, salutations to you. Having under-
taken to rule over the Universe you are resting on your serpent
bed now, without considering our fate at all. Lord, why have
you now neglected us? sav^ us, save us.9' While they were
praying, an attendant of Vishnu holding the Sankha, Chakra and
mace in his hands appeared aid slid "The Lord is not here. He
is somewhere on th^ earth. Why have you all come here?
Please go there." Th^ sages and gods wondered. "What for
has he left the Milky Ocean and go-ie to earth? " they discussed
among themselves. They were about to leave for Vykuntha.
On their way they met Narada returning from Vykuntha playing
on his Mahaee Veena. "Wl-nt Narada? holy sage, there is nothing
in the three worlds unknown to you. Let us know please where
is Lord Vishnu now? Som? wic'od dsmo^s have besn molesting
us anchorites, Yogis and people near Sreesaila. Ravana and his
demons have been troubling us always. Vishnu alone can save
us now. So we have come to seek his protection. Kindly tell
us where is he now ?" Narada replied (<! have also come to sec
Vishnu. I was told that he is somewhere on a hill on the earth.
So I am returning. Come, let us all go and see Brahma who
knows every thing.^ All then proceeded to Brahma^ region^